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We believe that the combination of a rigorous academic 
program with a strong emphasis on leadership and 
character development produces students at Doane 
Academy who are ready and able to make meaningful, 
positive change in their communities. They do so with the 
support of a school family in which each member—from 
the youngest student in our Primary Program to seniors 
preparing to embark on the next leg of their educational 
journey—is cared for and sustained with love, compassion, 
and respect. We look forward to greeting you on your 
visit to our campus so you can learn more about the 
extraordinary difference that a Doane education can make 
in your life.

George B. Sanderson
Headmaster

Welcome to an  
Education for Life



A School Family  
Where All Are Known 
and Valued

While many schools try to minimize 
interactions between the oldest and youngest 
members of the community, Doane consciously 
creates weekly opportunities for students to 
interact across all grade levels in a safe and 
caring environment. Doane students are 
placed into one of fourteen school families, 
each of which is comprised of students 
from our Primary program through grade 
12 and led by faculty members who serve 
as “parents.” Students and teachers remain 
in the same family throughout their time at 
Doane, thereby creating friendships that grow, 
evolve, and deepen over years. Families meet 
for thirty minutes once per week on Fridays, 
and activities include completing community 
service projects, playing board games, reading 
stories together, making crafts and pieces 
of art, celebrating holidays and birthdays, 
playing on the playground, and competing 
against a fellow family in kickball. One of the 
highlights of Doane’s year is when the entire 
school community gathers in the dining hall 
for a Thanksgiving Feast. Seated by school 
family, students and teachers take turns sharing 
what they are thankful for while senior family 
members carve a turkey and serve those  
around them.





An Exceptional Program in the Arts 

One of the most inspiring aspects of the Doane community is the passion its members share for the 
Arts. The desire students have to express themselves creatively under the guidance our Arts faculty 
members is a wonderful representation of our mission. In a way that is unique within the scope of 
students’ academic endeavors, Arts courses and activities expose students to the concept of mastering a 
discipline, a word that signals the dedication, attention to detail, and creativity required to attain excellence. 

Our Unique Partnership with Studio Incamminati

At the heart of our visual arts program is our relationship with Studio Incamminati, one of the nation’s 
foremost schools of art, where professional teaching artists show our students how to see the world in 
higher definition as they learn the techniques and principals of humanist realism. Nelson Shanks, the 
late world-renowned artist and co-founder of Studio Incamminati, said that one of the goals of his 
Realism school and program was to train students to “see”, and to do so beyond the shape and color 
of the subject. Working with professionals from Studio Incamminati on a daily basis is an opportunity 
available only to students at Doane. 



Education Through Athletics

The athletics program at Doane Academy provides students the opportunity to experience growth 
and learning that is uniquely associated with representing their school while playing on an athletic 
team. Student-athletes learn about teamwork, competition, resilience, sportsmanship, self-discipline 
and time-management. Our most talented athletes are able to hone their skills under the guidance of 
experienced coaches who schedule challenging competition.



Developing Tomorrow’s Leaders

Doane Academy is committed to maintaining character and leadership development as a priority equal 
to academic achievement. Both in and out of the classroom, a Doane education guides students to define 
the most positive version of themselves and challenges them to cultivate the integrity needed to stay true 
to this ideal form.



Our first week of school begins with the entire 
upper school participating in off-campus excursions 
that we call “Rocks, Roots and Wings”. Working 
to cultivate social and emotional growth along 
with a balanced approach to developing a positive 
self-image, we find this program among the keys 
to the character and leadership development goals 
of Doane Academy. Leaving the “comfort zones” 
of home and school gives students opportunities 
to grow in many ways. These traditional class trips 
last three to four days, and are designed to stretch 
students with situations and expectations that are 
progressively challenging.

Learning Beyond  

the Campus



Small Classes, Big Ideas

Our small class sizes and low student-faculty ratio allow our gifted and dedicated teachers to form close, 
trusting relationships with students and parents. Teachers communicate with parents on a regular basis 
(formally and informally) to form a working relationship in the education of the student. Parents and 
students have constant open access to view student progress via the RenWeb Gradebook portal. In a 
supportive and encouraging school culture, students form unique, positive relationships with teachers. 
Students will find their teachers accessible and easily approachable, and that the small class sizes allow 
teachers to accommodate their unique personality and learning style.





Our faculty’s shared focus on our mission and our students’ growth is manifested in every element of 
our program. Our interdisciplinary STEAM program emboldens students to design a project which 
inspires them and will allow them to impress the dozens of judges who come to campus to evaluate 
their presentation. Our English program requires students to take not one but two courses during 9th 
grade, one of which focuses exclusively on developing the writing skills one must have to communicate 
who they are and what they believe. And through seminar-style conversations, our Strong Ethical 
Leadership classes challenge students to have honest and open conversation about the issues which too 
often divide us. These offerings and many more guide students to reach their potential by helping them 
know themselves and impact their world.



Doane Academy’s curriculum is designed to prepare our graduates for college and life. To that end, 
the college counseling office guides each student through the process of identifying colleges and 
making the right match. This process can be fun, exciting, exhausting, educational, frustrating, and 
rewarding—and in many cases are all of these. From informal meetings beginning in 9th grade 
and continuing through our College and Career Prep Classes for the junior and senior classes, the 
students are guided, counseled and encouraged throughout the process with the goal of having each 
student take the reins and find their own path to the school that best fits them. 



Living and Learning Alongside  
the Delaware River

Our beautiful, historic school rests on the banks of the Delaware River, and offers students a unique 
environment full of rigorous academics, a full slate of extra-curricular opportunities and student 
life enriched by traditions that have developed over 180 years. Our classrooms are exciting learning 
environments, where students from age 3 to Grade 12 are engaged, challenged, and encouraged.



Whether its Nature Discovery classes, Cardboard Boat Races or Crew practice, Doane Academy 
takes full advantage of its location on the Delaware River. On the first day of school, the entire school 
community, including students, faculty, parents, alumni, and members of the board of trustees, gathers 
on the banks of the river to celebrate the start of the new school year and welcome the members of 
the senior class as they arrive by canoe. The seniors’ arrival gives them moments to reflect on how the 
school community will look to them to become leaders in the coming year. In addition, it is a magical 
and exciting way to open school for our youngest students, who track the seniors’ progress from the 
distant shore to the heart of Doane’s campus. 
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